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PERSONAL INCOME FOR METROPOLITAN AREAS, 2009

 
Personal income declined in 2009 in most of the nation’s metropolitan statistical areas 

(MSAs).  Personal income declined in 223 MSAs, increased in 134, and remained unchanged in 9 
MSAs.  On average, MSA personal income fell 1.8 percent in 2009, after rising 2.7 percent in 
2008.  Personal income growth ranged from 14 percent in Jacksonville, North Carolina to -7.1 
percent in Naples, Florida.  Inflation, as measured by the national price index for personal 
consumption expenditures, declined to 0.2 percent in 2009 from 3.3 percent in 2008. 

  
Although personal income grew in 134 MSAs, in most cases this growth represented an increase in 
transfer receipts (unemployment insurance benefits, for example).  Only in 57 MSAs did the net 
earnings of workers increase in 2009. 
 
 In most of the 57 MSAs where net earnings increased, the gains were concentrated in the 
government sector.  Military earnings growth was particularly strong in seven of the ten MSAs 
with the fastest personal income growth in 2009: Jacksonville and Fayetteville, North Carolina; 
Manhattan, Kansas; Elizabethtown, Kentucky; Lawton, Oklahoma; Clarksville, Tennessee; and 
Killeen, Texas. 

 
BEA data—including GDP, personal income, the balance of payments, foreign direct investment, the input-output accounts, and 
economic data for states, local areas, and industries—are available on the BEA Web site: www.bea.gov.  E-mail alerts are also available. 
 
 
Contact: Ralph Stewart 202–606–2649 Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce 
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